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Copper Canyon Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 183 x 137 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Honored as one of 10 Favorite Books of 2014 Dwight Garner, The New York Times Honored as
a Standout Book of 2014 American Poet magazine Belieu oscillates between dark humor, self-consciousness,
and pointed satire in a fourth collection that s equal-opportunity in its critique. In the world of these poems, no
one is innocent; everyone is confined to the complexity, absurdity, and, above all, fallibility of their human
condition . Anchoring the work is a conversational, lyrical speaker willing to implicate herself as part of the
political and social constructs she criticizes, as when she depicts a Southern American culture still reeling from
its history of social injustice, and even the Civil War: Don t tell us/ history. Nobody hearts a cemetery/ like we do.
It s a fantastic collection; Belieu desires not to dress issues up but confront them. Publishers Weekly, starred
review A smart and nettling book of poems about love, sex, social class and our free-floating anxieties from a
writer who is a comedian of the human spirit. Her crisp free verse has as many subcurrents as a magnetic field.
Dwight Garner, The New York Times Politics, pop culture, and parenthood appear here along with reflections
on our collective moments of hypocrisy and hope. 12-Step, one of the most resonant entries, begins
innocuously with a meditation about lighthouses, then the speaker gathers speed and confidence and reaches a
risky but profound one-word stanza myself before ending with a haunting inversion of the Serenity Prayer used
by Alcoholics Anonymous. Amid the quips and the elegant observations about immortality, Belieu s speakers
never forget their responsibilities, or their possibilities. Booklist From poem to poem in the smart, savvy Slant...
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