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Excerpt: . SECTION II --DESCRIPTIVE CHAPTER VIII THE
ATTRIBUTES OF MAGISTRACY (a) Magistrates, Imperium,
Potestas 143. Method of Treatment. Our historical survey of the
development of Roman political institutions has shown that the
right of initiating action was the peculiar prerogative of the
magistrate, and that in the early period he was practically the
supreme lawgiver and judge, as well as the executive. To put it
in another way, the functions acquired later by other branches
of the government were in the early days exercised by the
executive. We have traced the process of differentiation. First of
all, the senate, which was at the beginning of the republic
merely an advisory body, found means to enforce its claim to a
share in the control of the state. Later, the popular assemblies
developed, and finally a well-organized judicial system was
established. A systematic examination of Roman...
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