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indexed. Not illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: .several other counties. Had Erca a low or burial-place in each of these
several Ercals? It is true that in Norman charters Ercalewe is commonly, though not constantly, substituted for
Ercal. But to pronounce Ercal a corruption of Ercalewe is hazardous criticism. Can Mr. Wright produce any
instance of a similar corruption? I have paid a good deal of attention to the laws which regulate our English
letter-changes, and I know of none. Nothing, however, is more common than for a place to take diFerent
names according to circumstances, and, in a formal document, a more preci=e and distinctive name than
prevails in the current language of the people. What is the name intended to be represented by Ercalewe it is
not very easy to say, owing to the strange disguises under which English names appear in writings of the
twelHh, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries. Probably, it may have been intended to represent the compound
term which in modern orthography would be spelt Ercal-lea. However this may be, Erca of Ercalewe must take
his place beside the Bassa of Baschurch. He never existed but in Mr. Wright s imagination. There is another
objection brought against the genuineness of the poem, which to some readers may appear a more formidable
one. In one of the stanzas occurs the word High Ercal, Child s Ercal, and Ercal wood, near the Wrekin. VOL. II. Y
F fi-ainc, and Mr. Wright points to it as containing a clear reference to...
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