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Annie Besant s Law of Population, Delivered in the Supreme Court of New South Wales Why is the philosopher
who describes the nature of the disease from which we are suEering, who detects the causes which induce it
and the general character of the remedies to be applied, to be regarded as a sage and a benefactor, but his
necessary complement in the evolution of a great idea, the man who works out in practice the theories of the
abstract thinker, to be denounced as a criminal? It was only when Jenner ventured to act on the theory which
he had founded upon his observations that he was de nounced and vilified in language which it is now almost
impossible to conceive. In the domain of morality as of medicine, the teachers who first publicly proclaimed the
brotherhood of man, his equality in the next world, and his right to worship as he chose, were prosecuted as the
enemies of society. Doctrines such as these, fit though they might be for discussion by philosophers and a select
class of esoteric students, were to be put down as dangerous to society when taught to the common people as
the fundamental basis upon which society must rest. The history is the same in the growth of all opinion and
the perception of all truth, whether we read it in the history of the law of witchcraG, of blasphemy, or any other
subject which has been the object of human thought associated with the idea of right and wrong. The current
and preconceived opinion which is brought to the...
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