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Random House, 2013. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: "This is the Civil War as it is seldom seenIn these pages are few of the signature Lincoln
quotes, none of the popular vignettes, and very little of the cloying key-of-D 'Ashokan Farewell' melodrama that
we have come to associate with [the Civil War]. Butthere is drama enough and a portrait of a country in
transition, especially the South, as vivid as any that has been written in this season of commemoration or at
any time." -- The Boston Glob e "An absorbing social historyMr. Levine''s book oJers fresh insights into the
complex reality of what most Northerners thought of as the solid South and the slow evolution of the Union
crusade against slavery." -- The Wall Street Journal "A compelling, valuable and eye-opening work [that] will
inform and entertain the most discerning student of 'the second American revolution.'" --The San Antonio
Express-News "In this splendidly colorful account, the author compares the old South's disintegration to 'The
Fall of the House of Usher,' where microscopic cracks in the mansion's foundation gradually widen until the
building implodes. . . . A sensitive, informed rendering of the wrenching reformation of the South [told] with the
ease and authority borne of decades of study." -Kirkus Reviews (starred review) "Enlightening . . . a deep, rich,
and complex analysis." -Publishers Weekly (starred review) "Masterful.Levine's employment of testimonies by
slaveholders, slaves, and pro-Union Southerners is eJective and oKen poignant." --Booklist "A gripping, lucid
grassroots history of the Civil War that declines the strict use of great battles and Big Men as its fulcrum, opting
instead for the people . . . In the tradition of James McPherson, Levine has produced a book that is a work of
both...
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